
Partnerships for Watershed and  

Drinking Water Protection 

 

 

 

 

Oregon DEQ Drinking Water  
Protection Program 
 

Jacqueline Fern - Western & Eastern Region  
Julie Harvey - Northwest and Eastern Region 



Statewide  

Drinking Water Providers 

ÅOver 2,500 public 
water systems serve 
85% of Oregonians 

 

ÅOregon Health 
Authority and DEQ 
partner to provide 
technical assistance 
for source water 
protection 

 

 



 

Priority Issues for Drinking Water 

ÁHarmful Algae Blooms (HABs) 

ÁNutrients (nitrate and phosphorus) 

ÁTurbidity 

ÁMicrobes (bacteria, viruses, 

protozoa) 

ÁToxics (metals, solvents, fuel,  

 pesticides, pharmaceuticals)  

Priorities based on water quality data (DEQ, OHA, 

USGS, partners) & source water assessment info 



Drinking Water Source Protection Fund 

ÅGrants ï up to $30,000 per water system 

ïProjects must address risks within 
delineated source water areas 

ïNo match required  
 

ÅLow interest loans ï up to $100,000  

ïLand acquisition 

ïIncentive based protection measures 
 

ÅApplication on OHAôs Drinking Water 
Services Web page 



 

Highlights from   

Successful Partnerships 



City of Cottage Grove  

Drinking Water Protection Plan  
 

E-System Services 

Funded by OHA Drinking Water Source Protection grant 


